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Godefroy’s Larieuse Hair Coloring can — 
make your hair as lovely as you wish it 
could be... gives youthful color to Go 
gray hair... adds glowing new color to é 
am 4 

ing younger, lovelier ... this very day. 
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You can depend upon Godefroy’s 
Larieuse, the famous brand in the red 
box ... known, approved, for more 
than 50 years. Get it at your favorite 
cosmetic counter this very day! 


Just 3 kasy Sfeps In 18 flattering shades 


1. Shampoohair 2. Apply Gode- 3. After color has 
thoroughly. As it froy's Larieuse with developed, sham- 
dries, mix Gode- handy applicator poo hair again, 
froy's Larieuse as included in pack- set in your favorite 
directed. age. style. 


GODEFROY MFG. CO. » 3510 OLIVE « ST. LOUIS 3, MO. 
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NATIONAL REPORT 


NAACP Plans $1 Million Dixie ‘War Chest’ 

The NAACP will raise a $1 million ‘‘war chest” to 

finance any Negro home buyer, businessman or 
| worker who is denied credit by white Dixie banks 
because of participation in civil rights battles, JET 
learned. 

The fund will be set up partiaily from money con- 
tributed in a proposed nationwide campaign and 
also from loans of individuals and businesses under 
a system administered by officers of Negro banks 
| and insurance companies. The vast program—de- 

signed to counteract the “economic sanction” drive 
now sponsored by white citizens councils in Missis- 
sippi and Alabama and expected to spread into other 
| southern states—is now being worked out by offi- 
cials of the NAACP and Negro businesses. 
P A NAACP spokesman said the “war chest” pro- 
gram will be “no charity” measure but will guaran- 
tee militant southern Negroes, who are black-listed 
by white banks, the opportunity of borrowing money 
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and arranging loans at regular rates. The NAACP will 
not administer the program, leaving the operation to 
business leaders. 

The program was endorsed by top NAACP leaders after 
Dr. R. M. Howard of Mound Bayou, president of the Re- 
gional Council of Negro Leadership, informed them that 
white banks already had begun to cancel mortgages of 
Negro home buyers active in segregation fights. An esti- 
mated nine families face the loss of their homes as a 
result of such cancellations, it was learned. 

Meanwhile, Medger Evers, a former insurance execu- 
tive, was named the NAACP’s first Mississippi state repre- 
sentative and will soon open an office in Mound Bayou to 
coordinate the work of the organization in that state. 


Chic ago Accident visti, 6, Awarded $225,000 
The highest dam- 
ages ever awarded 
in the state of Illi- 
nois, $225,000, were 
given a six-year-old 
Chicago girl whose 
brain was injured 
when she was 
struck by a street- 
car two years ago. 
A jury awarded the 
sum to Doris Jean 
Robinson “to pro- 
tect her for the 
rest of her life” 
after medical ex- 
perts testified dur- 
ing a five-day court 
Doris Jean and mcther. trial that the in- 
juries caused the girl to be mentally retarded. Under 
provisions of the decision against the Chicago Transit 
Authority, the girl, youngest of four children of Mrs. 
Rosetta Robinson, will be given monthly allotments from 
Probate Court to allow her to attend special schools. 
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Adam Powell Aide, ae 2 indicted For Tox Fraud 

Harlem Congressman § eer wy 
Adam Clayton Powell’s $8,- 
200-a-year secretary and 
her husband were indicted 
on 36 income tax fraud 
counts by a New York Fed- 
eral grand jury. The gov- 
ernment charged Mrs. Hat- 
tie Freeman Dodson and § . i. 
husband Howard T., choir- Mrs. Dodson and nusbané. 
master at Powell’s Abyssinian Baptist Church, evaded 
paying income taxes, made false claims for refunds and 
claimed deductions for non-existent relatives during a 
period from 1948-to-1952. They face maximum penalties 
totaling $324,000 in fines and 164 years in prison. Mrs. 
Dodson, who earns $5,200-a-year as Powell’s office secre- 
tary and $3,000-a-year as the church’s business secretary, 
was accused of short-changing the government of some 
$5,000. Other charges say the childless couple got de- 
ductions for non-existent sons and daughters. 


Air Line Seeks Negro Stewards, Stewardesses 

For the first time in commercial aviation history, 
officials of the Pan-American World Airways launched a 
drive to enlist Negro stewards and stewardesses. The New 
York Urban League was sent applications by the com- 
pany for the jobs, which pay $231 monthly. 









Ala. Man Says Cop Beat Him After Traffie Row 

Because he challenged the wife of a Birmingham 
policeman for a downtown parking space, a 34-year- 
old cook charged he was arrested for disorderly con- 
duct and vagrancy and then severely beaten by the 
woman’s husband and another officer while confined 
in a jail cell. Charles Patrick accused Mrs. A. S. 
Lynch of telling him, “My husband is a policeman 
and I want that space.” Police Chief G. L. Pattie 
ordered an investigation of the incident. 

















Jail 2 Ala. Farmers For Enslaving Negroes 

Convicted of enslaving two Negroes, one of whom died 
after a beating, two prosperous white Alabama farmers 
were sentenced to 18-month prison terms in Birmingham. | 
The brothers, Oscar and Fred Dial, were convicted of pay- 
ing the fines of prisoners Hubert Thompson and Coye Lee | 
Tanksley and forcing them to work on their farm with- 
out pay. Thompson was beaten and died of pneumonia 
after he tried to escape. 


S. C. Jehovah’s Witness Jailed For Ignoring Draft 

In Columbia, S. C., a 22-year-old Jehovah’s Witness, 
who refused his Army induction orders because “it is 
better to obey God,” was sentenced to a three-year prison 
term and fined $200. A Greenville store porter, James | 
Higdon sought a minister’s draft-exempt classification, 
which was denied. He registered for the draft in 1951. 


GOP To Follow Voluntary FEPC Plan 

The Eisenhower administration will stress voluntary 
rather than compulsory methods of ending government 
job discrimination, Vice-President Richard Nixon told 
a Washington, D. C. business conference sponsored by 
the President’s “Little FEPC.” 


panenvenoesssnnmnannnneniiecsvooosnncococcoonosieiil 


THREAT OF JIM CROW MAY KILL 
The most extensive Negro housing program ever con- 
ceived, the U. S. homebuilding industry’s plan to erect 
150,000 homes next year, may be harmed as 4 result of 
opposition from Negro leaders who contend such a pro- 
gram will continue housing segregation. Housing indus- 
try leaders recently announced that some 29,000 U. S. 
builders would allot 10 per cent of their 1955 housing out- 
put to Negroes—an unprecedented act. 

At a closed White House-sponsored meeting, represen- 
tatives of the NAACP, Urban League, Ne#ro church or- 
ganizations and real estate groups urged the government 
to take a firm stand on housing integration. Opposing 
the industry’s “quota” plan, the Negro leaders called for 
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WR Top Army Recruiter: Cited as top recruiter in the Fifth 
Army area, be-medaled Korean War hero Staff Sgt. Abra- 
ham Foote (r.) receives congratulations from Col. George 
A. Duerr (1.) and Lt. Col. Alex F. Leith in Chicago. Sgt. 
Foote, 29, has enlisted 69 recruits in the past six months, 
was given first dress blue Army uniform issued in area. 
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PLAN TO BUILD 150,000 HOMES 


a ban on Federal aid for all projects closed to Negroes. 

NAACP Washington Bureau director Clarence Mitchell 
charged that the all-out building campaign to keep 
Negroes from becoming “slaves of the slums” would re- 
sult in a crop of Jim Crow housing projects located in or 
near present Negro ghettoes since the builders have re- 
fused to voluntarily agree to an “open occupancy” policy 
for all projects. 

Following the conference, a committee headed by hous 
ing industry aide Neal J. Hardy was named to plot a 
course for action in the minority housing field. But 
, whether the two factions can agree on a program is a 
question which is troubling the White House. 
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W Masonic Rites For Papa Celestin: Laid out in a bronze 
casket in his Masonic suit, jazz trumpeter Oscar (Papa) 
Celestin, 70, is administered Masonic rites at his funeral 
in New Orleans. A sculptured head (inset) of the famous 
musician will be presented to the jazz and folk music col- 
lection of New Orleans’ Milton Latter Memorial Library. 


Deceased Ohio Sportsman’s ‘Mystery Will’ Probed 

A “mystery will” bequesting the bulk of the $183,922 
estate of Cleveland sportsman Benny Mason to a woman 
“who helped me when I was helpless behind bars” was 
introduced in court and temporar ly halted the distribu- 
tion of the estate to Mason’s family. Delivered to a Pro- 
bate Court judge in an unsigned envelope, the will— 
allegedly in Mason’s iandwriting—left $10,000 each to his 
wife and daughter, $5,000 to a “son” and “father,” and the 
remainder to one Earleen Lander of Dayton. 


Jim Crow Telephone Office Closed In St. Louis 
Officials of the Southwestern Bell Telephone Company 
in St. Louis announced that their Jim Crow business office 
in the Negro section will be closed January 3 and the 10 
employes integrated into various branch offices. 


























Expert Predicts New Negro Migration To Chicago 

Thousands of jobless southern Negroes will flock to Chi- 
cago in the months ahead, race relations expert Francis 
M. McPeek told a human relations luncheon in the Windy 
City. The migration—which may rival the astounding 
World War I “On-To-Chicago” trek of Negroes—will be 
due to inducements of jobs from the $218 million invested 
in Chicago industries this year. Despite the improved 
employment picture, McPeek pointed out that 90 per cent 
of the Chicago firms “discriminate in employment.” 


Two Negro Women First To Serve On Texas Juries 

Mrs. Jerissie Bivins was accepted for jury service on a 
Tarrant. County jury panel in Fort Worth, Texas, and be- 
came the first Negro woman ever to serve on a Tarrant 
County jury. Meanwhile, Mrs. Girlie Epps of Houston, 
a school cafeteria worker, served on a Harris County 
jury and became the first Negro woman ever to serve on 
a jury in that county. 





Wi Four Generations In 44 Years: When baby Joseph Smith 
was born six weeks ago to 15-year-old Mrs. Pearl Smith (c.) 
of Baltimore, 44-year-old Mrs. Irene Smith (r.) became 
probably the youngest great-grandmother in the U.S. Her 
daughter, Mrs. Edna Smith (1.), is 28 years old. 
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Boston Engineer Named U. S. Specialist In Trinidad 

George Reid Jordan, Boston construction engineer and 
former special assistant to the Howard University super- 
intendent, was appointed a $10,200-a-year housing advisor 
in Trinidad for the Foreign Operations Administration. 

Yesterday In Negro History 

December 24, 1832—The Georgia Infirmary, the first 
and oldest hospital for Negroes in the U. S., was 


founded in Savannah, Ga. 


December 27, 1903—A commercial treaty with the 
U. S.—the first such treaty ever negotiated by Abys- 


sinia with a foreign power 
—was signed by King Me- 
nelek II in Addis Ababa. 
December 28, 1829—Bill 
Richmond, an ex-slave who 
became the first American 
pugilist ever to fight in Eng- 
land, died in his London 
home at the age of 66. He 
was immensely popular with 
both the gentry and the 
nobility. 





W Good Samaritan 
Honored: Cited for 
his 19 years of pro- 
viding food, shelter 
and clothing from 
his own salary for 
the poor, Washing- 
ton Pentagon work- 
er Llewellyn J./ 
Scott (1.) receives 
the Poverello Medal 
from Rev. Daniel 
W. Egan, College 
of Steubenville 
president. 
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FORECAST 


Negro On Air Academy Staff. A ranking Negro 
flier will be assigned to the faculty of the recently- 
organized: Air Force Academy at Colorado Springs. 


African Cardinal. For the first time in centuries, a 
ranking African bishop will be named to the Catholic 
church’s College of Cardinals by Pope Pius XII. 


Negroes On Antarctic Mission. Admiral Richard 
E. Byrd will take several Negro Navy veterans on his 
government-sponsored 1955 expedition to the Ant- 
arctic region. 


Protestant Ban On Bias. In an unprecedented 
move, the National Council of Churches will ask 
some 30 Protestant denominations to end racial 
segregation and admit Negroes to all of their 
churches. 


New Civil Defense Drive. Because most large Ne- 
gro communities are adjacent to industrial areas, 
government officials will launch a special drive to 
make Negroes aware of atom bomb dangers and 
spur interest in the air raid warden program. 


New Housing Policy. Because of the tremendous 
volume of home buying by Negroes, the North Caro- 
lina Mutual Life Insurance Company will issue its 
first low-cost home protection policy early next year. 
D. C. Mixed Boys Clubs. The White House will rec- 
ommend that Washington’s police department inte- 
grate its boys clubs, keeping in line with President 
Eisenhower’s non-segregation program. 
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Haitian President To Visit Dixie, Midwest 

During his official U. S. visit in January, Haitian Presi- 
dent Paul Magloire will be the house guest of President 
Eisenhower when he makes a three-day state stop-over 
in Washington, beginning January 26. Later, he will 
make a two-week tour of the country—including a one- 
day stop at Fisk University in Nashville. Haitian Ambas- 
sador Jacques Leger said the 44-year-old chief executive 
of the oldest republic in the Western Hemisphere will be 
awarded honorary degrees by three universities (Howard, 
Columbia and Fisk). He will be accompanied by his wife, 
Madame Yolette Magloire. 


South Africa Orders African School Closed 

An American-endowed school for Africans in Durban, 
South Africa, Adams College, was ordered closed by 
the South African government because of the govern- 
ment’s anti-Negro policies. The college, which has trained 
hundreds of African teachers in the past 42 years, will 
close after students now enrolled leave next year. 


Wl Papal Legate 
Meets Nigerian 
King: Visiting 
Nigeria for a 
Marian Year 
congress, Cardi- 
nal J. F. McIn- 
tyre, Catholic 
papal legate, at- 
tends a civic re- 
ception in his 
honor in Lagos 
with the King of 
Lagos, Oba 
Adele II. 
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British Soldier Freed Of Brutality Charges In Kenya 

Despite : sis 
charges of an ii 
African woman 
that he pierced 
her ear lobes, 
slapped her and 
threatened to 
bury her alive, 
a British soldier 
was freed by a 
military court 
in Nairobi, Ken- 
ya.Wambui Djo- i 
roge, a Kikuyu al q : 
woman suspect- ~ pas ad 
ed of being a_ Brutality victim (l.) and her attacker (r.). 
Mau Mau follower, told the court that Pvt. Leslie Hughes 
pierced her ear lobes, then tied them in such a manner 
that when he slapped her they would tear. 


London Jurist Asks Ban On Negro Home Sales 
After issuing an injunction forbidding a Jamaican land- 
lord from evicting a 62-year-old white woman from an 
apartment she occupied for 40 years, London Judge Wil- 
ford Clothier suggested that Jamaicans be banned from 
buying houses occupied by whites in order to keep down 
race friction. Jamaican Conrad Fairclough sought to evict 
Matilda McLaren, his remaining white tenant, from an 
apartment in London’s “Little Harlem” to make room for 
his brother, who plans to move to England from Jamaica. 









African To Die For Eating His Nephew 

An African named Ndjombo, who killed his 
nephew while on a hunting expedition then cut up 
and ate his body, was sentenced to death by a 
criminal court in Brazzaville, French Equatorial 
Africa. The tribesman said he slashed the throat of 
his nephew, Naikondo, because the relative com- 
mitted adultery with his wife. 
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I Have Not Promised To Wed Anyone—Mal Whitfield 

Olympic track star Mal 
Whitfield joined Swedish 
blonde Brigit Johansson in 
denying that he was en- 
gaged to marry her as had 
been reported in Los An- 
geles. In Lahore, Pakistan, 
on a goodwill tour for the 
State Department, Whit- eee 
field commented: “I have Miss Johansson Mal Whitjied 
no commitment to marry Brigit Johansson or anyone 
else. If it has been reported, you can say it is a false re- 
port.” The Swedish beauty, now a Los Angeles bank teller, 
said: “I don’t know how the story got started that I was 
going to marry him... . I hope it will not interfere with 
Mal’s getting the Sullivan Award.” 


Nab 3 For Sex Show As Cops Rout 300 At Stag Party 

Two white women and a 34-year-old Negro man were 
arrested on morals charges when Los Angeles vice squad 
detectives raided a stag party attended by more than 300 
men. Police said the women, Jerry Martel and Helen 
Johnson, were performing a lewd act on Richard Smith 
as plain clothes vice squad officers observed their per- 
formance before making arrests. 












Two Women ‘Marry,’ Fined $140 

Two women who “married” in London last Sep- 
tember were fined $70 each for making a false state- 
ment to obtain a marriage certificate. Violet Jones, 
who described herself as Vincent Jones, said she 
“married” Joan Lee because she thought of herself 
as a man and that she was a man in all respects 
except physical. The two were trying to save enough 
money to pay for an operation which would make 
her a man, Violet said. 
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Girl, 16, Kills Stepdad Who Sought Sex Relations 


A 16-year-old girl, Daisy Elizabeth Murray, was sen- 
tenced to three years in Memphis for the axe slaying of 
her 44-year-old stepfather, who, she said, insisted on hav- 
ing immoral relations with her. The stepfather, Willie Eli 
Hickman, was struck with the axe while he was asleep. 


Rev. Branham Asks Dismissal Of $200,000 Suit 


Rev. John L. Branham, pastor of Los Angeles’ St. Paul 
Baptist Church, who was charged with seducing and ab- 
ducting his young ex-secretary in a $200,000 suit filed by 
the girl’s father, Mack Shepherd, sought to have the suit 
dismissed. Branham charged the father did not state 
the girl’s age or how she was seduced in his suit. 


Kills Stepdaughter Who Vowed To Tell Of Intimacies 

A 41-year-old San Bruno, Calif., longshoreman, S. J. 
Curry, admitted that he killed his stepdaughter, 18-year- 
old Dorothy M. Cheeks, who police found writhing in a 
roadside ditch leading to the San Francisco County Jail 
with her throat slashed and her clothes afire. Curry told 
police he killed the girl because she threatened to tell her 
mother that he had been sexually intimate with her. He 





Curry in jail after slaying ... Miss Cheeks 






























Mrs. Leckhart with third set of twins. 


Mother, 36, Has Twins, Her 19th, 20th Babies 

In Newark, N. J., Mrs. Rosielee Lockhart, 36, wel- 
comed as a “Christmas gift from God” twin sons, 
her 19th and 20th children who, she said, would 
be the last for herself and her 67-year-old fireman 
husband, Joshua. The boys, as yet unnamed, are » 
the third set of twins born to the 211-pound mother 
since her marriage at 13 to her husband, then 42. 

















Athanta Woman Slays Lover With 6-Inch Rock 

Angered because her boy friend met her on an Atlanta 
street with another man and demanded that she take off 
clothing he had purchased her, Emma Lizzie Vinson 
picked up a six-inch rock and beat him to death. 


Detroit Wife Fined $3,000 For Bigamy 

A 40-year-old Detroit housewife, Mrs. Fletcher Holmes, 
who collected $7,470 in Army allotment checks by marry- 
ing a Cleveland soldier while she already had a husband, 
was found guilty of bigamy and fined $3,000. 
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White Man Gets 5 Years For Raping Tex. Negro 

A 23-year-old Elmira, N. Y., white man, Forrest Eu- 
gene Vanderpool, was convicted and sentenced to five 
years in prison in Sherman, Texas, for raping a 28-year- 
old Negro rooming house maid in Denison. The maid, 
testifying before an all-white, all-male jury, said Vander- 
pool, who had just been released from prison after serv- 
ing a rape sentence, forced her to submit at knifepoint 
when she went to clean up his room. 


Nude Philly Wife Nabbed With Mate’s Best Friend 

A 32-year-old Philadelphia housewife, Mrs. Mary Grif- 
fin, and her husband’s “closest friend,” Joseph Boat- 
wright, were arrested on charges of adultery and forni- 
cation after the two were caught disrobed in an apart- 
ment. The husband, Edward, 48, suspected his spouse 
was unfaithful, hired two private detectives to trail her, 
was stunned to learn his wife’s paramour was his “best 
friend.” Detectives had shadowed Mrs. Griffin a month 
and a half before springing the trap on them. 


Wi Yankee Hopeful 
Weds: After their 
quiet marriage in 
St. Louis, baseball 
player Elston How- 
ard and his bride, 
Arlene Henley, ar- 
rive at Lambert 
Field to board a 
plane for Puerto 
Rico, where How- 
ard will play win- 
ter ball with San 
Juan. 















vvyy — WHEN IS A MAN 


When 102-year-old Rev. James E. Smith, retired Baptist 
minister and mortician of Carbondale, Ill., was inter- 
viewed after the birth of a son, reporters asked the oldest 
father known to medical history: “Do you think this 
baby is yours?” The centenarian, rightly resenting the 
insinuation that his 38-year-old, third wife, Anna, had 
been unfaithful, answered: “There is nothing too hard for 
God to do.” On the wall of his living room hung the 
framed motto: “Jesus Never Fails.” 

Anna was 22 when she married the 86-year-old minis- 
ter. She bore him seven children—twin girls when he 
was 101. After the 
birth of the boy a 
year later, James 
Smith declared: 
“This is my last 
baby, not because 
I am too old to 
father more chil 
dren, but because 
we can’t afford any 
more.” 

Although the 
reverend, at 101, 
was the oldest 
known father, as a 
bridegroom of 86, 
he was a mere 
fledgling. The lat- 
ter record is held 
by husky, six-foot 
Alex Ogman of 
Grimesland, N. C., 
ee SO Eh who sent the court- 


Alex Ogman, then 111 years old, mar- house in New Bern 
ried 22-year-old Clyda Godard in 1953. into an uproar 
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TOO OLD FOR LOVE? vv 


when he applied for a 
marriage license. The 
spry, 200-pound Alex 
was 111 years old; his 
bride, Clyda Mae, had 
just turned 22. Alex, 
who had 46 children 
from an estimated 
dozen marriages, ad- 
mitted he was too old 
for love, confessed: “I 
just married her to 
be with me. I need a 
woman to wash and 
cook.” 

At just what age a 
man loses sexual vigor Byes composer W. C, Hendy, 80, 
differs from man tO married his secretary last January. 
man. Recently a Bal- 
timore medical technician won a divorce when she testi- 
fied that at 40 her husband quit making love to her. She 
told the court: “My husband said he was too old a man 
to have anything to do with me, and moved to a third 
floor room.” And, after a study in St. Croix, in the 
Virgin Islands, a group of nutrition experts made the 
startling report that the average American male is suf- 
fering from subnormal vitality and his sex life is largely 
a mental activity. His impoverished body seldom is capa- 
ble of performing what the mind orders. 

Next to the fear of death, nothing so fills people with 
dread as the prospect of growing old alone and unloved. 
Many oldsters marry—not in the hope of kindling a 
blazing passion but in the sure knowledge that compan- 
ionship is a deep, human need. As an extra precaution 
against a lonely old age, many “December” men seek 
“May” brides. Most fabulous among graying bride- 
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When 102-year-old Rev. James E. Smith, retired Baptist 
minister and mortician of Carbondale, Ill., was inter- 
viewed after the birth of a son, reporters asked the oldest 
father known to medical history: “Do you think this 
baby is yours?” The centenarian, rightly resenting the 
insinuation that his 38-year-old, third wife, Anna, had 
been unfaithful, answered: “There is nothing too hard for 
God to do.” On the wall of his living room hung the 
framed motto: “Jesus Never Fails.” 

Anna was 22 when she married the 86-year-old minis- 
ter. She bore him seven children—twin girls when he 
was 101. After the 
birth of the boy a 
year later, James 
Smith declared: 
“This is my last 
baby, not because | 
I am too old to 
father more chil- 
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we can’t afford any 
more.” 

Although the 
reverend, at 101, 
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known father, as a 
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bride, Clyda Mae, had 
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from an estimated 
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mitted he was too old 
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Virgin Islands, a group of nutrition experts made the 
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fering from subnormal vitality and his sex life is largely 
a mental activity. His impoverished body seldom is capa- 
ble of performing what the mind orders. 

Next to the fear of death, nothing so fills people with 
dread as the prospect of growing old alone and unloved. 
Many oldsters marry—not in the hope of kindling a 
blazing passion but in the sure knowledge that compan- 
ionship is a deep, human need. As an extra precaution 
against a lonely old age, many “December” men seek 
“May” brides. Most fabulous among graying bride- 
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vyy WHEN IS A MAN | 


When 102-year-old Rev. James E. Smith, retired Baptist 
minister and mortician of Carbondale, Ill., was inter- 
viewed after the birth of a son, reporters asked the oldest 
father known to medical history: “Do you think this 
baby is yours?” The centenarian, rightly resenting the 
insinuation that his 38-year-old, third wife, Anna, had 
been unfaithful, answered: “There is nothing too hard for 
God to do.” On the wall of his living room hung the 
framed motto: “Jesus Never Fails.” 

Anna was 22 when she married the 86-year-old minis- 
ter. She bore him seven children—twin girls when he 
was 101. After the 
birth of the boy a 
year later, James 
Smith declared: 
“This is my last 
baby, not because 
I am too old to 
father more chil- 
dren, but because 
we can’t afford any 
more.” 

Although the 
reverend, at 101, 
was the oldesi 
known father, as a 
bridegroom of 86, 
he was a mere 
fledgling. The lat- 
ter record is held 
by husky, six-foot 
ae Alex Ogman of 
gg Grimesland, N. C., 
— & “ who sent the court- 


Alex Ogman, then 111 years old, mar- house in New Bern 
ried 22-year-old Clyda Godard in 1953. into an uproar 












T00 OLD FOR LOVE? vvy 


when he applied for a 
marriage license. The 
spry, 200-pound Alex 
was 111 years old; his 
bride, Clyda Mae, had 
just turned 22. Alex, 
who had 46 children 
from an estimated 
dozen marriages, ad- 
mitted he was too old 
for love, confessed: “I 
just married her to 
be with me. I need a 
woman to wash and 
cook.” 

; At just what age a 3 
man loses sexual vigor pjyes composer W. C. Handy, 80, 
, differs from man to married his secretary last January. 

| man. Recently a Bal- 

timore medical technician won a divorce when she testi- 
fied that at 40 her husband quit making love to her. She 
told the court: “My husband said he was too old a man 
to have anything to do with me, and moved to a third 
floor room.” And, after a study in St. Croix, in the 
Virgin Islands, a group of nutrition experts made the 
startling report that the average American male is suf- 
fering from subnormal vitality and his sex life is largely 
a mental activity. His impoverished body seldom is capa- 
p ble of performing what the mind orders. 

Next to the fear of death, nothing so fills people with 
dread as the prospect of growing old alone and unloved. 
Many oldsters marry—not in the hope of kindling a 
blazing passion but in the sure knowledge that compan- 
ionship is a deep, human need. As an extra precaution 
. against a lonely old age, many “December” men seek 
“May” brides. Most fabulous among graying bride- 
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After fathering seventh child to wife, Anna, in 1951, 102-year- 
old James E. Smith was guest on Art Linkletter TV show. 


Men Are Not Advised To Marry Younger Women 


grooms with youthful brides was the late William (Goose- 
neck) McDonald, multi-millionaire Texan who made five 
trips to the altar and insisted his brides be 20 or under. 
When in his 60’s, a friend chided: “Bill, why don’t you 
quit marrying these young girls? All they want is your 
money.” His quick retort was: “They sure can get it.” 

Marriage counselors seldom advise men to marry 
women years younger. As one authority pointed out: 
“The old husband lives in the past; the young wife in 
the future. She wants to mambo while he wants to 
watch television. She’s a hepcat; he’s a square.” But 
several notable May-December marriages passed the test 
of time. There was 43 years difference between the ages 
of the late dean of tap-dancers, Bill Robinson and his 
beautiful Elaine. The late A. Clayton Powell Sr., father 
of the Congressman, was 41 years older than his second 
wife, the former Inez Cotterell. 

According to the much-quoted Kinsey report, a man’s 
ability to love starts early and lasts further into old 
age than people ordinarily believe, giving credence to the 
witticism, “a man under 40 is just an amateur at love.” 
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Ne 3 DOPE ADDICT OF THE WEEK. In Philadelphia, 
=== 30-year-old Frank Willard walked into a police 
station in’ the wee hours of the morning and handed 
Detective Sergeant Fred Tagg a hypodermic needle filled 
with a white fluid. “I’d like to get this analyzed,” Willard 
told the policeman, explaining that it was a solution of 
morphine for which he had paid $3 but thought that he 
had been swindled. He was promptly jailed. 


: REVENGE OF THE WEEK. Cut and bruised in a 
=== fall down a flight of steps in New York’s Times 
Square Subway station, former lightweight boxer Alvin 
Rolle was treated in the emergency ward at Roosevelt 
Hospital and told to go home. He left, muttering that he 
wanted to be bandaged better. A half hour later he was 
on his way to jail. Reason: He had stolen the ambulance 
that had taken him to the hospital as his revenge for 
attendants not bandaging him as he wanted to be. 











Rolle (c.) in police custody after ambulance theft. 









Fleming accepts cash gift from ladies off his mail route. 


CHRISTMAS GIFT OF THE WEEK. In Detroit, 

postman Arthur A. Fleming, who had spent 38 
days in a hospital and undergone three operations, faced 
a gloomy Christmas. Last week, he answered his doorbell 
at home, was surprised to greet a neighborhood group 
that had come to call. They were residents from the mail 
route he had served 24 years who had raised a total of 
$693 as his Christmas gift. 

SOFT-HEARTED THIEF OF THE WEEK. After 
= = = snatching a woman’s purse in Savannah, Ga., 31- 
year-old Willie Haynes was quickly overtaken as he fled 
police although he had a head start. Reason: He paused 
during his flight to hand 24 cents to a beggar on the 
street. 





POKER PLAYER OF THE WEEK. In Miami, 

= =< = 55-year-old Ernest Smith was shot to death after 
a poker game which may not have been played according 
to rules. Reason: under a pad on the card table where 
Smith’s body had slumped, police found four aces. The 
killer and other card players were missing. 
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Dr. John W. Davis Named NAACP School Advisor 
Dr. John W. Davis, former president of West Virginia 
State College, was named head of a newly-organized 
NAACP department in New York “to protect southern 
Negro teachers, principals and administrative personnel 
against loss of jobs in the desegregation transition.” 
Davis recently returned from Liberia where he was di- 
rector of the U. S. Foreign Operation Administration. 


Fla. School Faces Suit If 5 ‘Colored’ Tots Enroll 

Florida’s Negro-hating Lake County sheriff, Willis V. 
McCall, warned that he might take criminal or civil action 
against the Christian Home and Bible School if the schcol 
enrolls the five “colored” children of orange picker Allan 
Platt. The private religious school offered to admit the 
children after Sheriff McCall decided they had Negro 
blood and ousted them from a Mount Dora school. Platt 
denies the children are part-Negro, insists his family is 
of Indian-Irish extraction. 


8 Queen Of The 
Greeks. Crowned 
queen at annual 
black and white 
ball sponsored 
by Kappa Alpha 
Psi Fraternity in 
Los Angeles, 
pretty coed San- 
dra Shields 
accepts congrat- 
ulations from 
Upsilon Chapter 
polemarch Wil- 
lie Collins. Both 
are UCLA stu- 
dents. 















W Educator Re-Lives Past Gn TV: His life recreated as 
an educator and founder of Mississippi’s Piney Woods 
College, President Lawrence Jones (r.) receives surprised 
greeting from Piney Woods teacher Georgia L. Myers on 
NBC-TV show, This Is Your Life Show. Emcee Ralph Ed- 
wards urged each viewer to send a dollar contribution to 
the little 500-student college. 


Maiden, N. C., Negroes Ask For Jim Crow Schools 

A delegation of 25 Negro parents in Maiden, N. C., 
told the Catawba County Board of Education that they 
do not want their children to attend mixed schools. 
Speaking for the parents, Clarence D. Wilson declared: 
“We do not want that (integration) at all. We want 
our boys and girls to stay like they are.” The Maiden 
Negro Elementary School is a three-room building with- 
out central heating or sewer facilities. The Negro parents 
asked for equal school facilities. 


Tuskegee Sends Technical Team To Indonesia 

An interracial team of 11 Negro and two white mechan- 
ical technicians flew to Indonesia as members of the first 
technical assistance program jointly sponsored by the 
U. S. Foreign Operations Administration and a Negro col- 
lege, Tuskegee. 
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Worps oF tne Wee 


Sammy Davis, comedian, giving reaction to having the 
sight of only one eye: “It’s like watching a 3-D movie with 
only one eye. Nothing has any depth.” 


John Taylor, explaining to Detroit police why he was flee- 
ing with an 1l-pound ham hidden under his coat: “J 
thought the store where I took the ham was the place 
where I worked two days without being paid—so I 
grabbed the ham and ran intending to sell it for my 
salary.” 


\ Nelson N. Soll, after a cross was burned on the lawn of his 
Los Angeles home because he offered to help a condemned 
s Negro: “I’m a pretty tough guy. I’ve knocked around the 
1 world. Been in the Foreign Legion and had two ships sunk 
from under me in World War II. I’m going all out to help 
% this guy. I’m not afraid of guys who burn crosses.” 

O J. Ernest Wilkins, Assistant Secretary of Labor, comment- 
ing on the newly-organized National Association for the 
Advancement of White People: “J am amazed that white 








. people in America with all of their opportunities and 
"7 privileges have found it necessary to organize a National 
y ? Association for the Advancement of White People.” 
‘ Frankie Laine, singer: “I try to sing the way Louis Arm- 
t strong blows his trumpet.” 
1 Winifred Atwell, London honky-tonk 
4 pianist, pouring a drink, holding the 
S » glass at eye level: “I always measure it 
out that way. I suppose it’s because I 
was trained as a chemist.” 
- A white patron, after hearing singer 
t Sheila Guyse sing at Detroit’s Flame 
p Show Bar: “Her daddy must have been 


. a white man, ’cause she’s too pretty to . 
be all colored.” Sheila Guyse 
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| THE WEEK'S CENSUS 


Died: 

Oscar (Papa) Celestin, 70, famed jazz 
trumpeter and bandleader; of cancer; at 
his New Orleans home. Celestin, who died 
several hours before he was honored by 
the New Orleans Jazz Club for his out- 
standing musical artistry, formed the 
original Tuxedo Orchestra which per- 
formed in Basin Street halls during the 
years the blues were born. A sculptured . Z 
bust of Celestin will be presented to a Papa Celestin 
branch of the city library ... Arthur Garfield Hays, 73, one 
of the world’s foremost fighters for civil rights and de- 
fender of the Scottsboro Boys during the famous Alabama 
rape trial; of a heart attack at New York Hospital... 
J. Leroy Jordan, 59, believed to be first Negro to practice 
law in Union County, N. J.; after long illness; at his home 
in Newark ... Mrs. Rosa Davis, 67, mother of exotic dancer 
Sandra Fields; of a stroke; at Cook County Hospital in 
Chicago. 


| MEDICINE | 


Dr. Jane Wright Loses N. Y. Hospital Post 

Dr. Jane Wright, 34, was quietly shifted 
from her position as head of Harlem 
Hospital’s cancer research project to a 
secondary post following the announce- 
ment that a $75,000 Damon Runyon 
Fund grant for cancer research had been 
given the hospital. Elevated to director 
of the hospital’s cancer research project 
was white Dr. Alexander Altschul, who 
will work closely with the noted woman Dr. Wright 
physician. She became director of the project following 
the death of her famous surgeon father, Dr. Louis 
Wright, in 1952. 
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Detroit Physician Foils $4,000 Extortion Try 

A prominent Detroit physician, Dr. 
Scipio Murphy, 56, who received a letter 
falsely accusing him of performing an 
illegal abortion on a former patient and 
demanding $4,000, helped trap 32-year- 
old factory worker Daniel C. Moore by 
notifying police of the extortion plot. 
Moore, the father of six, was arrested 
when he appeared at a closed recreation : 
center to pick up a paper bag he had Dr. Murphy 
ordered Dr. Murphy to fill with $4,000. Moore told police 
he needed the money “to give my wife for Christmas.” 


Va. Medical Body To Vote On Admitting Negroes 

The Norfolk County (Va.) Medical Society will vote in 
January on a proposal to change its constitution to admit 
Negro doctors. All Negro doctors in the area now belong 
to the Norfolk Medical Society. 





Ark. Medics Deny Segregation Is Good Therapy 

Two white Arkansas doctors testified in Little Rock 
Federal District Court that racial segregation in the 
State Hospital for the mentally ill is not a necessary part 
of treatment as argued by the hospitai’s superintendent, 
Dr. E. W. Crawfis. Opposing Dr. Crawfis’ view were Ar- 
kansas Board of Health pediatrician Dr. J. W. Elliott and 
Dr. Earl Parson. Declared Dr. Parson: “Desegregation— 
not segregation—is the reality of the times.” The court 
case grew out of the barring of a Negro boy, 11, from the 
hospital’s children’s ward. 











( ripple Walks After Trinidad Earthquake 

In Trinidad, 28-year-old Conrad Constantine, a 
bed-ridden cripple, walked for the first time in years 
after being thrown from his bed and rolled on the 
floor in a series of earthquakes. The miracle oc- 
curred when Constantine got up off the floor and 
walked outside to examine the damage. 
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in decline of female bustline. 
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WHY MODERN WOMEN ARE 


Bottle-jeeding is cited as major factor 


When world-famed 
dress designer Chris- 
tian Dior revealed 
his new flat-chested 
fashions last sum- 
mer in Paris, Amer- 
ican women raised 
a storm of protest. 
That storm, however, 
should have been 
reduced to a mere 
breeze had the an- 
gry females realized 
that their bustlines 
have already fallen 
short of the hefty 
bosoms of their sis- 
ters of yesteryear. 
Are American wom- 
en really losing 








[_ —_ | 





their once-touted bustlines? 
Some researchers, like news- 
paper columnist E. V. Dur- 
ling, have gone on record 
saying that the bountiful 
bosom is now a has-been. 
He recently wrote: “Statis- 
tics have shown that the 
hip size of the average 
American female has in- 
creased two inches in the 
past few years. The major- 
ity of women in this coun- 
try are flat-chested.” Dur- 
ling’s conclusion is that 
fashion design leader Dior 
“is an extremely practical 
man. He styles by statis- * mae 
tics.” ; ; 

But whatever statistics — Cee 
exist indicating a smaller 
bust trend among women apparently have eluded the 
American Medical Association. “We have no information 
to substantiate any such claim,” reports Dr. William Vol- 
ton, associate director of the association’s Bureau of 
Health Education. 

Furthermore, the association wishes to have no part of 
any such claim. Asserts Dr. Volton: “That is just some 
body’s wild dream, I’m afraid.” 

Despite the association’s negative stand, however, many 
physicians are willing to concede that there may be a 
trend toward smaller busts, created by modern mothers 
who view breast-feeding babies as a time-consuming and 
shackling chore. 

Chicago gynecologist Maurice Gleason reports, for in 
stance, that three-fourths of the mothers among his prac 
tice bottle-feed their infants. “That definitely causes their 
breasts to become smaller,” he claims. 

The bottle-feeding trend is both admitted and deplored 
by other medical men who are willing to lend credence 
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Few models are as 
well endowed as 
New York beauty 
Katherine Bell. 
30 


Exercise Can Help Improve Bustline 


to the widespread belief that nurs- 
ing effects a bountiful bosom. 
Among them: Dr. Robert Stepto, 
another Chicago medic, who ad- 
mits “There has been a very strong 
trend in young mothers not to 
nurse their babies,” and sees it as a 
regrettable situation. Dr. Stepto, 
however, hesitates to herald any 
physiological retreating of the fe- 
male bustline. 

But while Dr. Stepto hesitates, 
St. Louis obstetrician Edward Phil- 
lips offers definite views on the dis- 
appearing bustline theory. Dr. 
Phillips cites, among other factors 
to substantiate the claim, “new 
methods of handling nursing 
mothers, which keep the breast 
muscles from becoming distended, 
so the bust does not develop after 
motherhood. I think busts are 
here to stay,” he adds, “although 
they may, through a process of 
evolution, become gradually small- 
er, since heredity figures. Let’s 
just hope for the best.” 

An additional scientific plug for 
the heredity factor comes from 
beauty and health expert Molly 
Castle, who says: “Whether you 
have more or less breast tissue 
than others depends on the char- 
acteristics inherited from your 
parents. She adds, however, that 
through correct breathing, posture 
and exercise even less endowed 
girls can improve bustlines. 





THE WEEK'S 
BEST PHOTOS © 





Wide World 
41101 On Christmas: Observing her 10l1st birthday on 
Christmas, Mrs. Susie Smith gets set to blow out the 
candles on her birthday cake. Chicago centenarian blew 
out candles with one breath, said: “The Lord leaves us 
old folks around for young people to pattern from.” 
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Isaac Sutton 


W Kidding At The Keys: Making like pianist Liberace at 
the keyboard, 19-month-old Gregory Mark Robinson of 
Chicago bangs away enthusiastically on his first encounter 
with a piano. He completely ignores simplified music les- 
sons perched conveniently before him atop.the spinet. 
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San Francisco Chronicle 
WA Uninvited Intruder: In wrecked choir room of his San 
Francisco church, Rev. J. Rand views damage caused by 
car which rammed into the room only minutes after 
choir members had marched out. The choir was singing 
God Is Good To Me when the crash occurred. 
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G. Marshall Wilson 
W Too Torrid To Take: Clutching fire extinguisher to pro- 
tect himself from torrid bump and grind routine, comic 
Nipsey Russell gets backstage preview of hot act re 
hearsed by strippers Rose LaRosa and Delilah Wyld at 
Harlem’s Baby Grand night club. 
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G. Marshall Wilson 
Wi Santa Goes Bebop: Plugging their new record, Bebop 
Santa Claus, disc jockey Lloyd Williams dons a St. Nick 
outfit while bop singer Babs Gonzalaz sports a monocle, 
beret and “dictator-size” cigaret for a Harlem radio broad- 
cast. Williams wrote fast-selling tune. 
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MODERN LIVING 





Four-crescent wrought iron stand 
is highly portable, costs $25. 
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New Pieces In 
BOCA RATAN 


Eye-catching new- 
comers to this sea- 
son’s giftware are 
serving pieces and 
furniture made of 
Boca Ratan—a 
unique new material 
made of Philippine 
raffia permanently 
floated in clear plas- 
tic. JET’s Boca Ratan 
pieces are Bassons 


m™ creations. 


Coffee table, with wrought iron base, Boca 
Ratan top, has magazine rack ends. $100. 
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co's: 


Natural Philippine raffia 
salad bowl is suitable for 
any decor. Price: $45. 


Salad bowl set consists 
of bowl, four crescents, 
tray, spoon, and fork. 


Plate and salad 
bowl-server sets with 
wrought iron cost $65 








GERRI MAJOR’S 


BeReon’ om: 


COCKTA CHIT CHAT 


World famous painter Georgia 
O’Keefe was a judge at the Bal de Tete of Gotham’s 
The Women. When she left her table to help judge the 
parade of headdresses, linguist-art lover Ben Carruthers, 
former UN staffer, rushed over to her table, asked ex- 
citedly: “Did Miss O’Keefe leave any doodles?” Miss 
O’Keefe, who drinks only a special brand of brandy, 
brought a couple of nips in a small pocket flask. Her 
escort, Allen Priest, curator of the Chinese section of the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, carried in a bottle of his 
favorite Scotch, wrapped in a magnificent Oriental scarf. 
Waiters thought it was a trophy ...A white Texas oil 
man he befriended many years ago gifted Isaiah Crip- 
pens, Philadelphia’s racket-busting assistant district at- 
torney, with furnishing for the replica of an ancient 
Roman bathroom, complete with sunken tub, for his 
newly-renovated West Philadelphia home .. . Ex-Cotton 
Club show girl, Betty Landrau, is raising goats on her 
Lawnside, N. J. estate. 


ORY OF THE WEEK New York private investigator 
Wilbur Wade recently found himself stranded at lunch 
time in the Miami (Fla.) Court House. As he stood won- 
dering where he could get something to eat, Wade 
noticed white people buying wrapped sandwiches from a 
blind woman at the building’s newspaper and cigar 
stand. Deciding to try his luck, Wade walked to the 
stand, and in his brisk Yankee accent ordered a ham 
and cheese combination. He was promptly served. As 
Wade stood eating his sandwich, two other colored men, 
who had watched him closely, went to the stand, re- 
turned empty-handed. They forgot to discard their 
southern drawls. 
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Wi Bon Voyage Feast: Clutching tasty turkey drumstick, 


Mrs. Lucille Benjamin (1.) and Mrs. Daisy Elliott in- 
dulge in food and small talk with Dr. Winfred Orr at 
his bon voyage party in Detroit. The popular dentist will 
leave for an extended vacation in Kingston, Jamaica. 


)USEWARMINGS ghortly after Christmas, money- 
man Dr. Barnett Rhetta of Baltimore, who drives a sleek, 
1955 sky-blue El Dorado, will settle his statuesque wife, 
Ellsworth, in a $42,000 mansion overlooking Lake Ash- 
burton. It’s an exclusive white section . .. Atlanta’s hand- 
some Pete Lewis gifted his bride, the former Stella Smith 
Stamps, with a $10,000 ranch house in the town’s fashion- 
able Hunter Hills section. The new Mrs. Lewis is the sister 
of dentists C. Miles and Harvey B. Smith. 











W Benefit Tea: Mapping plans to promote singer Matti- 
wilda Dobbs’ Chicago concert next month for benefit of 
Urban League, socialite Mesdames Byron Harvey, Earl 
B. Dickerson and Ulysses G. Dailey get together over cups 
of tea. Affair was held to solicit sponsorship for concert. 





Fourth estater Sgt. Conrad Clarke, a guest 
of Uncle Sam at Fort Dix, N. J., writes: “I’m in bed at 
9:30 p.m. and up at 3:30 a.m. Of course being up at 3:30 
is not new, only different. Formerly I was just saying 
goodnight to the Harlem bartenders.” ... In Houston, 
neophyte schoolteacher Anna Ruth Kanaway dreams of 
Christmas in the Pacific where Air Force Lt. Shirrill Luke 
sweats out an 18-month tour of duty. Anna and her 
lieutenant had a whirlwind five days in Los Angeles 
prior to his trip overseas. She also visited his parents 
in San Antonio—which sounds like serious stuff... . Now 
that Doris Duke has arrived in Gotham for the winter 
season, swimmer Buckie Lopez, who earns his cake as a 
private eye with the Brook Detective Agency, hopes to 
interest her in underwriting his training with a Detroit 
coach. Last July he swam over 21 miles off Atlantic City. 
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A Harlem glamor girl wants an imita- 
tion of hat designer Walter Florell’s 30-carat diamond 
ring, but can’t find a zircon large enough. . . . Intimates 
say Liberian President William V. S. Tubman’s wife, who 
has the profile of a Cleopatra, favors ball gowns in 
shades of brown and gold pearl beading for formal af- 
fairs in Monrovia. ... Yvonne Jones, who opened in De- 
troit with Powell Lindsay’s play Flight From Fear, has a 
wardrobe designed for her by the Motor City’s Pessie 
Bailey. Yvonne upset the town, had Dr. Bob Bennett in 
a tailspin. He escorted her to and from the theater, 
didn’t give her a chance to even glance at another man. 
.. . Long Island fashion promoter Rosetta Reifer, whom 
Birmingham imported to train girls for a Yuletide fash- 
ion parade, bragged: “My classes have as many society 
matrons who will not participate in the show as pros- 
pective models.” 

























Wl Wed 25 Years: 
Celebrating 25 
years of mar- 
riage, Mr. and 
Mrs. John G. 
Davis of Rich- 
mond Heights, 
Mo., examine 
their silver an- 
niversary wed- 
ding bell gift of 
25 silver dollars. 
Money was 
turned over to 
St. Louis’ Fer- 
rier Harris 
Home For Aged 
in memory of 
Mrs. Davis’ 
mother. 







































WFete More- 
house Prexy: 
Honored at an 
informal tea 
while in Chicago 
for a speaking 
engagement, 
Morehouse Col- 
lege president 
Benjamin E. ; 
Mays (r.) re- , 
ceives cup of tea ) 
from Mrs. V. 
Trenton Tubbs, 
hostess,as Dr. J. |! 

H. Dent awaits 

turn for serving. 

Tea was spon- 

sored by More- 
house alumni 
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STORK REPORT The Cinna LeContes (he’s consul gen- 
eral of Haiti in New York) are layette shopping for their 
first stork gift. Declared the expectant father: “I know ) 
we’re going to get a girl because I want a boy. So I’m 
trying to get used to the idea of a girl whom we'll name 
Michele Jr. for her mother.” Of course, if the stork 
leaves a boy, he, too, will be a junior, named for his 
father. .. . Ruth Phillips had Baltimore relatives gasp- 
ing when she blew in from Liberia and informed them 
she has been married since June to William Reynolds, a 
Liberian civil engineer, and expects a baby this June. 
Ruth has served two years with the U. S. Embassy in 
Monrovia. .. . San Francisco’s popular Ruth and Arthur 
Coleman (he’s the top young medic who is studying law) 
are hoping the stork will deliver a brother for their 2 
two daughters. 
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% Eartha Kitt, singer-ac- 
tress, gave a  five-figure 
check as a Christmas gift 
to Harlem’s Northside Cen- 
ter, an interracial clinic 
for underprivileged  chil- 
dren. 


Stuff Smith, the violinist, 
was placed on the critical 
list at Harlem’s Sydenham 
Hospital, where he is suffer- 
ing from a heart ailment. 


% Mattiwilda Dobbs, color- 
atura soprano, was award- 
ed a 1954 Merit Award by 
Mademoiselle magazine for 
“signal achievement dur- 
ing the past year.” 


% Billy Daniels, the singer, 
installed a fancy steam bath 
in his Hollywood Hills home. 


% Dorothy Maynor, concert 
singer, was elected to a 
three-year term as an 
alumni trustee of Westmin- 
ster Choir College in Prince- 
ton, N. J. 


% Cab Calloway, former 
bandleader, returned to his 
native Baltimore to lead a 
17-hour telethon which 
raised $175,000 for the local 
Cerebral Palsy Fund. 


Oo PEOPLE o 


&% Joyce Bryant gave her 
friends gold mousetraps 
decorated with sequins for 
Christmas gifts. 


% Jimmy English, ex-fight 
manager, became the first 
American to get a promot- 
er’s license in Paris. 


% Nat (King) Cole, singer, 
will leave the U. S. January 
4 for Australia on a $6,500- 
a-day singing tour. 


% Juanita Moore, the ac- 
tress, was cast in the Stan- 
ley Kramer movie Not As 
a Stranger, starring Olivia 
de Havilland, Robert Mitch- 
um, Frank Sinatra and 
Gioria Grahame. 


% Louis Armstrong will be 
heard singing The Begat 
on the sound track of Holly- 
wood’s cartoon feature ver- 
sion of Finian’s Rainbow. 


% Ike Jones, ex-UCLA grid 
star and actor, is cast in 
The Blackboard Jungle, an 
MGM movie about juvenile 
delinquents and racial prob- 
lems. 


% Juano Hernandez, the 
actor, is cast in the Robert 
Aldrich movie of Mickey 
Spillane’s Kiss Me Deadly. 
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“The Case of the Nervous Bridegroom,” Horace Whid- 
dington, who they say was so frightened at his own 
wedding in Knoxville that the ceremony was inter- 
rupted when he had a nose hemorrhage that almost 
broke up things at the Patton’Street Church of God 
parsonage. The doctor said Horace wasn’t sick, “he 
was just that nervous—scared stiff!” 


. The prominent Richmond, Va., dentist who decided to 


have “a little nip” between office hours. At 6 p.m., he 
greeted 10 waiting patients clad only in his shorts. 


- The “solid” gold $750 gown designed for singer Sheila 


Guyse by New York dressmaker Ruth Crowder. It 
has Detroit’s cafe set flipping. 


.» The unexpected turn of events that put that Wash- 
* ington post office clerk man-about-town, in a hospital. 


After escorting a known “call girl” to his swank apart- 
ment he made his “approach” on the “modern tip.” 
She sent him howling to the hospital, where doctors 
say he will be out of action until next year. 


'. The way that Detroit medico’s wife and her new 
* poy friend, a white 12th St. tavern owner, are getting 


around in public. Her husband, who last summer 
“messed up” her face at a fashionable resort for “ex- 
posing herself” to some male onlookers says he does 
not care who she runs around with as long as he 
handles her loot. 


Louis (Satchmo) Armstrong and the letter he sent to 


“the Delta Rhythm Boys in Honolulu, where they were 
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sensational on the night club circuit. “Man,” wrote 
Satch, “it always wigs Ole Satchmo to run into them 
Delta cats. They are music pussonified. Aloha, Y’all. 
Tee hee. Red beans and ricedly yours, Louis Arm- 
strong.” 
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TALKING ABOUT 
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Reports in Cleveland that numbers tycoon Joe Allen’s 
* showplace ranch house has been put on the block by 


the government to collect delinquent income taxes. 
The asking price is reported to be under $30,000. Sev- 
eral Forest City big shots have already been ap- 
proached to bid for it. 


“That tall, willowy brown doll with all the “assets,” 
‘ who recently returned from Little Rock, Ark., to her 


Philadelphia home. Her “inspired” advances to a mar- 
ried physician have so alarmed his socially-prominent 
wife that the wife was “inspired” to apply for a gun 
permit! 


‘The near fatal stabbing of racket kingpin Emory Hall 


in Newark, N. J. Long a reputed strong man for the 
mob, Emory, who may recover, refuses to name his 
assailant. The cops are inclined to believe it was a 
woman. 


“The hot feud between a Richmond, Va., district 
‘theater bigwig and his wife over the telephone 


threats she has been getting from an anonymous fe- 
male caller. A private investigator has come up with 
the name of the “mystery caller.” 


.!-Ex-Texan Bernard Bowick, the Washington-Baltimore- 
* New York playboy, who has not found chicks on the 


Eastern Seaboard to his liking. He spends $20 at a 
time long-distance calling his ex-wife, model and rec- 
reation leader Dorothy Bowick, in Los Angeles. 


«!-Chicago rhythm and blues disc jockey Sam Evans and 
* the trip he took to New York to get his new baby blue 


1955 Fleetwood Cadillac, featuring a telephone and a 
complete bar in the rear. Sam’s been in the chips 
since he sold all the time on his WGES program. 

? —Dan BuRLEY 
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OF THE THE VIEW FROM POMPEY’S HEAD 


WEEK By Hamilton Basso 


‘o In the oleander-perfumed atmosphere of Pompey’s 
Head, S. C., where having a famous ancestor was better 
than money in the bank, there was only 


®@ Thus, it is understandable that young 
Atty. Anson Page is unable to fathom 
the relationship between the obscure 
Anna Jones and famed writer Garvin 
Wales, from whose book earnings $20,000 
has been mysteriously deducted and, ap- 
H. Basso parently, turned over to Anna. 
@ The View From Pompey’s Head (Doubleday, $3.95), a 
major novel by Southern-born author Hamilton Basso, 
gives Anson Page an opportunity to return to his native 
Pompey’s Head after 15 years absence and, as he seeks 
the answer to the mysterious withdrawals from Garvin 
Wales’ account, he relives his youth in his mind’s eye. 
It is only after so long an absence that Anson, watching 
the petty jealousies, aspirations and Shinto tradition of 
the southern stronghold, is able to see the town’s stagnant 
society for what little it is worth. 
@ Through Anson Page, author Basso moves his deft hand 
vividly about the not-so-ancient, but clinging South, right 
up to his startling ending when Anson discovers who Anna 
Jones really was, and what Garvin Wales must be. All 
along the way, Anson offers interesting reflections of his 
early education in race relations and romance, conduct- 
ing himself with admirable propriety in both fields. 
@ Perhaps the most engaging element in Mr. Basso’s 
work is his detailed analysis of a small southern commu- 
nity and exceptionally humane dissection of its inhabit- 
ants. It is indeed an interesting view from Pompey’s 
Head.—L. R. 
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one thing worse than being born poor . 
white trash. That is to be born a Negro. ° 
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Fla. Police Seek Fugitive In Danger Of Dying 

Miami police sought a 26-year-old jail fugitive in dan- 
ger of dying of a possible infection from wire used to hold 
his broken jaw together. Robert Bell, who was serving a 
40-day sentence for reckless display of firearms, fled the 
jail before a dentist could remove the wire, which authori- 
ties said could cause a fatal infection. 


Mate Of Slain Elk Sues Killer For $100,000 

A $100,000 damage suit was brought against former De- 
troit postman Mack Grant, 65, by the husband of Elk 
ruler Mrs. Lillian Smith, who was shot to death by Grant. 
The husband, Reuben Smith, said Grant shot his wife 
five times in cold blood. Grant, quoted by police as say- 
ing he had been “going with” Mrs. Smith five years, shot 
the woman with a gun he claims she gave him to “protect 
myself with.” Smith said he thought an affair had been 
going on between his wife and Grant for four months, 
and that the affair began while he was in a hospital. 


Nab Man Who Ran Lottery Under Noses Of Agents 

A 42-year-old Atlanta man, Jelbert Hunter, who con- 
ducted a thriving policy business one floor below the 
offices of Federal lottery investigators, was given a year 
in jail for writing lottery tickets. 





Detroiter Killed, Failed To Divide Xmas Funds 

A 50-year-old Detroit man, Beard Captain, was 
held for the murder of Herman Boone, club treasur- 
er, whom he shot when Boone failed to produce 
approximately $1,009 which was to be divided among 
six members of the Regaleers, a savings club. 
Club members were demanding that Boone divide 
their Christmas fund in Captain’s home when he 
entered the living room with a shotgun, quieted the 
disturbance and told Boone: “I am going to get my 
money tonight or else.” 
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‘Me And Benny Goodman’ In SATURDAY EVENING POST: When 
famed clarinetist Benny Goodman became ill in 1941 and 
broke up his band, his Negro sidekick, Lionel Hampton, 
set up his own Benny Goodman Fund which totalled about 
$130,000 in five years. The fund, which represented a 
voluntary five per cent of the earnings of the “Vibe King,” 
was Hampton’s way of showing his gratitude to his “idol,” 
but Goodman refused to accept the money. In a Saturday 
Evening Post article by Hampton “as told to Bernard See- 
man” Hampton tells how Goodman found him playing in 
a Los Angeles beer garden in 1936 and led him on to for- 


tune and jazz immortality. Says Hamp: “What Benny | 


wanted was good music, and he didn’t care whether a man 
was white, green, black, yellow or blue, so long as he could 
play.” For five years, the Goodman Quartet (Benny, 
Hampton, pianist Teddy Wilson and drummer Gene 
Krupa) made musical history, setting the nation’s toes 
tapping with a new thing called swing. 


‘The Ordeal By Fire’ [n TRUE: One moonlit midnight on a 
lonely deserted Jamaican beach, two teen-age boys spat 
streams of flaming alcohol that burned into each other’s 
flesh in a fantastic duel of fire. This age-old African 
ritual of manhood is described and illustrated by Robert 
Halmi in an article in True magazine. After bribing his 
way onto the scene of this never-before-photographed 
ritual, this is what Halmi saw: Two teen-age boys, each 
holding a bottle with a lighted wick, faced each other 
about 10 paces apart. Then, each filled his mouth with 
pure alcohol from a bottle held in the other hand. At 
a signal from a referee, the two boys “blew and spat 
belching clouds of flaming death at each other.” When 
“the grisly duel” was over, “one lay on the ground, groan- 
ing with pain. The other tended his burned lips where 
the gas had flashed back against his face. Two more 
Jamaicans were of age.” 
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\ RELIGION 


White Methodists Unite To Keep Jim Crow 

Some 250 white Methodist leaders from five southern 
states organized in Birmingham, to preserve racial segre- 
gation in the church and, at the same time, maintain the 
all-Negro central jurisdiction within the church. Metho- 
dists from Alabama, Georgia, Temnessee, Mississippi and 
Florida pledged to fight integration in the church. 


Philly Pastors Nix Feast On 35 Barbecued Hogs 

The Philadelphia Eaptist Ministers Conference “voted 
unanimously to oppose a fund-raising New Year’s bar- 
becue feast which is billed to consist of 35 whole hogs, 
500 chickens, two whole cows, 400 gallons of hash, 500 
pounds of cooked rice and 1,000 pounds of fried fish. 
The huge feast, to be directed by Rev. George L. Graves, 
was opposed by the conference because: 1) it would be 
a travesty on the gospel ministry; 2) the church and 
relicion will be held un to ridicule. 





| iinisters Turn Actors: Ushering in the Christmas sea- 
son in St. Paul, Minn., three ministers turned actors to 
portray roles of three kings bearing gifts in choral 
pageant. Ministers are (1. to r.) Reverends Floyd Massey, 
Ernest Lowe and E. Vincent Anderson. 








" Catholic Lay- 
man Knighted: 
Appointed a 
Knight of St. 
Gregory by Pope 
Pius XII for 25 
years of volun- 
teer layman 
service William 
Ward, 77, of Jer- 
sey City, N. J., 
shows a clipping 
announcing his 
appointment to 
friend Erie Ma- 
con of Newark. 






FNM 


Ark. Minister Slays Church Member’s Husband 

A 46-year-old Pine Bluff, Ark., minister, Rev. Theoda 
Key, was charged with voluntary manslaughter after 
shooting to death the 70-year-old husband of a woman 
ousted from his church. Rev. Key, who was arrested and 
later freed under $1,000 bond, said he shot Josh Wesley 
four times when Wesley advanced on him with a gun. 


| JOURNALISM 


Dora Moore Sues L. A. Sentinel For $49,000 
Dora Moore, one-time general manager 
of the Los Angeles Sentinel weekly, sued 
the newspaper for $49,000, charging 
breach of contract. In a suit filed against 
the newspaper and its publishers, Ruth 
and Leon H. Washington, Mrs. Moore 
claimed she was fired from her $200-a- 
week job last February 8 while under a 
* ®™ seven-year contract which had approxi- 
Mrs. Moore mately three years to run. Mrs. Moore 
produced a contract dated Sept. 28, 1950, to back her suit. 
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Willie Mays Voted MVP In National League 
Amazin’ Wil % 

lie Mays, New 
York Giants’ 
center fielder, 
was voted the 
most valuable 
player in the 
National League 
for 1954 by a 
committee of 
baseball writers. 
Currently _ star- 
ring in the Puer- 
to Rican Winter ; 
League, Mays Mays (r.) greets fans in Puerto Rico. 
polled 283 points, 66 more than runner-up Ted Kluszew- 
ski, Cincinnati Reds’ first baseman. Mays, who led the 
league in batting with a 345 average, was credited as 
being the man most responsible for the Giants’ pennant 
and World Series victories. 


Minoso Wins AL Slugging Title 

Orestes (Minnie) Minoso, Chicago White Sox left 
fielder, captured the 1954 American League slugging title 
with a .535 average, official league statistics revealed. 











Woman Boxer Loses $6.500. Tries Suicide 

Patricia Johnson, a 28-year-old New York woman 
boxer with a record of 47 fights in the past two 
years, was prevented from jumping off the Brooklyn 
Bridge in a suicide attempt by patrolman Saul 
Barbash. Miss Johnson became despondent after 
losing a check for $6,500, which she said was her 
purse for a 10-round bout in Holyoke, Mass. Miss 
Johnson, who weighs 165 pounds and stands five-feet, 
five inches, was hospitalized for observation. 

















Baker Beats Wallace, Wants Valdes 

Big Bob Baker, the No. 4 heavyweight contender, re- 
quested a return match with Nino Valdes, No. 1 contend- 
er, following his unanimous, 10-round decision over Coley 
Wallace at Madison Square Garden. Baker, who defeated 
Valdes in May, 1953, explained his failure to kayo Wallace 
by saying, “I goofed a couple of times.” 


Matson, Perry, Ford Make All-Pro Squad 

Halfback Ollie Matson, Chicago Cardinals, Fullback Joe 
Perry, San Francisco 49ers, and Cleveland Browns end Len 
Ford, were named on the No. 1 squad of the United Press’ 
All-Pro football. End Bob Boyd and fullback Paul (Tank) 
Younger of the Los Angeles Rams; halfback John Henry 
Johnson of the 49ers and safety Emlen Tunnell of the 
New York Giants were second team selections. 





| Basketball Game Turns Into Seawt: Earl Lloyd (11) of 
the Syracuse Nationals and Bob Brennum of the Boston 
Celtics square off during a free-for-all cage fight in a re- 
cent game at Boston. The fight started after Lloyd and 
Boston’s Ed McAuley had a vicious pushing session. 
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Campy Signs For $34,000, Thompson $20,000 
Broo Kk] lyn 
catcher Roy 
Campanella and 
New York Giants 
third baseman 
Hank Thompson 
signed 1955 play- 
ing contracts, 
both of which 
included raises 
in pay. Campy, 
whose 1954 sea- 
son was marred 
by a hand in- 
jury (batting 
average: .207), 
reportedly will === ;' ‘ 
receive $34,000 Bavasi (r.) ‘signs uD Spooner, Campanella. 
next season, an increase of $2,000. Thompson, one of the 
World Series stars, signed for $20,000, a $3,000 hike. 


Va. Baseball Club Signs Ist Negro Player 

The Richmond Virginians of the International League 
announced the purchase of Clint McCord, hard-hitting 
Negro first baseman, from Denver of the American Asso- 
ciation. First Negro signed by Richmond, the 26-year-old 
McCord hit .358 in 85 games for Denver last season. 
Tenn. State Wins Tip-Off Tourney at K. C. 

The Tennessee State Tigers defeated Rockhurst Col- 
lege’s basketball team 94 to 72 to win the National Asso- 
ciation of Intercollegiate Athletics’ Tip-Off tournament 
before 5,000 fans in Kansas City’s Municipal Arena. First 
Negro team to play in the arena and first invited to the 
NAIA tournament (three years ago), the Tigers scored 
an upset over top-seeded Southwest Missouri State Col- 
lege (77 to 57) and edged out Arkansas Tech (91 to 90) 
to reach the finals. Guard Vernon McNeal led Tennes- 
see scoring against Rockhurst, a Kansas City school, with 
24 points. 
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German Boxer Pledges $500 To Sanders’ Widow 

Peter Mueller, | 
a German box.! 
er, pledged $500. 
to the widow of © 
Ed Sanders, 
heavyweight 
fighter who died 
following 
a knockout by 
Willie James in 
Boston. Mueller, 
who was one of 
Sanders’ friends, 
will make the 
donation to Mrs. 
. Mary Elizabeth 
Mrs. Sanders gazes at husband’s photo. Sanders follow- 
ing his fight with Ernie Durando at Milwaukee on Decem- 
ber 28. Meanwhile: 1) Sanders’ body was flown home to 
Los Angeles for burial; 2) his shipmates held an Ed Sand- 
ers memorial service at the Navy’s Fargo Building in Bos- 
ton; and 3) Boston matchmaker Sam Silverman an- 
nounced that he is planning a star-studded benefit show 
to be headed by featherweight champion Sandy Saddler. 


Whitfield, Bragg Vie For 1954 Sullivan Award 
Negro track stars Mal Whitfield and Art Bragg were 
listed among nine candidates for the 1954 Sullivan 
Award for outstanding contribution to amateur sports. 
Whitfield, who many believed should have won the 
award last year, is bracketed with Tom Gola, the La- 
Salle University basketball star, as a favorite to win. 
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Braves, Dodgers To By-Pass Jim Crow Birmingham 

The Milwaukee Braves and Brooklyn Dodgers have 
shifted one of their spring training exhibition games 
from Birmingham to Montgomery, Ala., because of a new 
Birmingham ordinance prohibiting competition between 
whites and Negroes. 
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INSIDE SPORTS 


By A. S. “Doe” Young 


This is more a search for knowledge than it is a 
beef: what makes a major league’s most valuable 
player? Should it be the guy who did the most for 
the team that did the most? Should it be the guy 
without whom a club would’ve finished ninth in an 
eight-team circuit? Or should it be the guy who 
owned the fanciest personal record? 

The more a man considers the recent selection 
of Yankee catcher Yogi Berra as the American 
League’s MVP of 1954, the more intriguing those 
questions become. Undoubtedly Yogi had a fine 
year—but, even so, his club finished worse than it 
had since 1948. It finished second! (Joke over.) 

If the award should go to the player who made 

an otherwise-ordinary team a _ pennant-con- 
tender, then what about Chicago’s Minnie Mi- 
noso? He was Mr. White Sox. Without him, ex- 
manager Paul Richards once said, the team 
would have finished with those Baltimore Oricles 
he now manages. Everyone knows that “Balti- 
more Orioles” is “St. Louis Browns” spelled 
cross-handed. 

If the MVP should be the star of greatest im- 
portance to a pennant-winner, then what about Al 
Smith, Cleveland’s left fielder? Manager Al Lopez 
has admitted that Smith gave the club that extra- 
something it needed to end its annual pennant- 
chase futility. Virtually everything else the Indians 
needed, they possessed before Smith came along— 
when they couldn’t make first place. Yet, Al never 
got a tumble in 1954 MVP voting. Sure is confusin’ 
—like a woman who gives a guy the c’mon then 
screams on him for taking the bait—but it sure 
ain’t amusin’, is it? 







































__ENTERTAINMENT _ 


: 

Pearl Bailey Quits, Returns To ‘Flowers’ After Row ( 
Singer Pearl Bailey, who quit the House Of Flowers cast 

in Philadelphia after a quarrel with director Peter | 
Brooks, returned to star in the hit musical following a 
conference with the show’s producers. The volcanic Miss 
Bailey, whose singing and acting of the show’s leading 
role, Madame Fleur, won unanimous acclaim from the 
critics, was replaced for several performances by Juanita 
Hall, who, otherwise, sings the role of Madame Tango, 
Pearl’s rival. The show’s dance director, famed ballet 
master George Balanchine, was fired, and Hollywood 
choreographer Herbert Ross was hired. The producer also 
added Los Angeles dancer Carmen DeLavallade and 
James Truitt to the cast. 


Eckstine Reveals Plan To Star In Jazz Film 

Singer Billy Eckstine revealed in San Francisco that a 
movie depicting his life story and the Negro’s contribution 
to jazz will soon go into production. 





WM Backstage 
Chatter: Actress 
Eartha Kitt, who 
stars in the cur- | 
rent Broadway | 
stage play Mrs. | 
Patterson does 
some backstage 
acting with ges- 
tures for Greer 
Johnson and 
Charles Sebree 
(standing), au- 
thors of the 
drama. 
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it af Wi Godmother To Chauffeur’s Baby: After christening cere- 

-ion monies at New York’s Abyssinian Baptist Church, TV star 
Arlene Francis assumes new role of godmother to Stewart 
Mitchell, infant son of her chauffeur. Child’s mother (1.) 
is daughter of the late Hot Lips Page. 


ge Yugoslavs Demand 13 ‘Porgy’ Curtain Calls 

ress The touring Porgy And Bess company was a solid hit 
who in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, where the opening night audi- 
cur- ence at the National Theater demanded that the all- 
vay Negro cast take 13 curtain calls. Following the perform- 
Mrs. ance, the 70-member cast met Yugoslavian government 
loes dignitaries and foreign diplomats at a reception given by 
age U. S. Ambassador James W. Riddleberger. Stated one 
Bes- Yugoslavian critic: “It is clear why this has remained 
reer 


; so long on the stage. It is not merely a matter of style. 
| Its potency is rare in modern as well as classical musi- 
ree | cal art.” 


Ellington Set For 355-Day European Tour 
‘ The Duke Ellington band will make a 31-stop, 355-day 
tour of Europe beginning in late February or early March, 
agent Joe Glaser announced. 






















Ink Spots’ Pianist Weds Night Club Singer 

Pianist Herman Flintall of Charlie Fuqua’s Ink Spots 
was married to night club singer Mildred Harrison in 
quiet New York ceremonies shorily after she broke off her 
engagement to Canadian millionaire grain broker Jack 
Crawford of Montreal, the singer revealed. She told JET 
that she broke off her engagement to the grain tycoon 
because she could not be sure that she loved him, then 
married Flintall last August. He was her voice coach and 
arranger before she spent three years appearing in Can- 
ada’s swankiest night spots. The Ink Spots are currently 
filling engagements in Hawaii. 
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SAMMY DAVIS USHERS, SINGS } 

Still recuperating from the recent auto accident in 
which he lost an eye, comedian Sammy Davis Jr. took 
time out to join movie stars Jeff Chandler and Tony 
Curtis as ushers in a swank wedding at Hollywood’s 
Brentwood Country Club. The bride and groom: pretty 
UCLA coed Bonnie Byrnes and Sammy’s press agent Jess 
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Sammy and actor pal Jeff Happy newlyweds embrace as 
Chandler arrive for wedding. Sammy sings love song. 
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Negro Named Student Prexy At British Academy 
New Yorker Robert Richardson was elected president of 
the student council of London’s Royal Academy of Dra- 
r i matic Art, and became the first American ever to win the 
k honor. The academy is under the patronage of Queen 
T Mother Elizabeth, and was the training ground of such 
n stars as Charles Laughton and Vivien Leigh. 
n 
d 


Todd Duncan Movie Receives Protestant Award 
The new Hollywood movie about life in an honor prison, 
L- Unchained, which co-stars singer Todd Duncan and foot- 
y ball star Elroy Hirsch, was selected by the Protestant Mo- 
tion Picture Council as the picture of the month. 
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AT SWANK HOLLYWOOD WEDDING 


Rand. Following the ceremony, Sammy, who wore a 
black satin patch over his left eye, serenaded the newly- 
weds with And This Is My Beloved, his current hit rec- 
ord. Other members of the wedding party: Morton 
Stevens, Sammy’s musical arranger; and the bride’s 
young brother, Johnny ~ vena 












Sammy took place beside groom for piziure of wedding pariy. 
Tony Curtis (3rd from 1.) was also an usher at the swank rites. 
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Backers To Shoot ‘Problem’ Film Despite Protests 
The NCAAP’s denunciation of a Hollywood syndicate’s | 
plans to remake the controversial movie Birth Of A Nation | 
was branded as “premature” by the group’s spokesman, 
Phil L. Ryan, who said the film “will be made.” He added 
that the movie’s sponsors “have no quarrel with colored 
people or any organization for their advancement.” 


Wi Shake Dancers’ Council: Sharing rooms by accident at 
Detroit’s Mark Twain Hotel during the same week, five 
shapely shake dancers, Delores Bolton, Bambi, Black Vel- 
vet, Takella (standing 1. to r.) and Jessie Young (seated), 
unlimber their exotic wares at a tom-tom pow-wow. 
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A Eartha Kitt leaves the 
National Theater nightly 
through a back door to es- 
cape stage door Johnnies 
who wait for her out front 
in their chauffered cars. 
Even the great lover Por- 


firio Rubirosa didn’t gain 


admittance to her dressing 
room when he called to 
offer his congratulations. 


A Comic Jerry Lewis pur- 
chased a half dozen silk 
mohair eye patches for 
Sammy Davis Jr. They 
match his wardrobe. 


A Shapely and sexy Linda 
Fontannette, former shake 
dancer, formed an all-girl 
quartet known as the Sepia 
Dolls. They will open soon 
in a California night spot. 


A If the film, Birth Of A 
Nation, which siirred up 
race riots, is remade, the 
producers will not use Ne- 
gro actors in it. As in the 
original version, they will 
use ofay actors in black 
makeup. 
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A American conductor 
Dean Dixon is building a 
home in the famous Lake 
Como section of Italy. He 
conducted three brilliant 
Gershwin concerts in Paris! 
When asked where he is 
living, Dixon replies: “In 
hotels all over Europe.” 


A After one week of mar- 
riage, the Junior Nanses 
had a big verbal battle and 
stopped speaking to each 
other. He’s Dinah Wash- 
ington’s pianist. 


A Lillian Cumber, the Los 
Angeles religious promoter, 
is delaying her business trip 
to Japan because she has a 
date with a judge to divorce 
her hubby, Gerald. She is 
charging mental cruelty. 


A An ex-dancer, who is 
now a bigtime Sugar Hill 
numbers banker and the 
sweetheart of a barmaid, is 
giving her advice on how to 
blackmail a famous kase- 
ball star by telling him she 
is expecting. 














Jean Riddick 


A Singer Una Mae Carlisle 





denies reports that she left 
her husband, Johnny Brad- 


ford, 


and plans to divorce 


him. She says he walked out 
on her in Springfield, Ohio, 
and she hasn’t seen him since. 


A Pat Freeman, 
the Riviera cafe 
barmaid, quit 
her job and 
planed to Los 
Angeles to do 
two things—get 
married and 
open a real es- 
tate office. 

A Ethel Sissle, 
ex-wife of band- 
leader Noble Sis- 
sle, is working 
as a saleslady in 
a Gotham de- 
partment store. 
A Popular New 
York housewife 
Jean Riddick is 
making a door- 
to-door canvass 
in Jamaica, 
L. I., drumming 
up votes as a 
candidate in 
New York’s 
“Miss Metropoli- 
tan’’ contest. 
Winner gets 
week’s vacation 
in Bermuda. 
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A Hazel Scott’s face is still red 
from the faux pas she made on a 
radio broadcast. She had been asked 
how long she had been wed and 
said eight years, then told the an- 
nouncer her son is nine years old. 
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A New target for glamor cuties 
hunting for a husband is bachelor 
George Melville, the Harlem super 
market king and hotel owner who 
| is reputedly worth $100,000. 
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Hazel Scott 
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A Horace Holmes, Harlem record 
shop owner, says he will file suit 
against the Du Droppers quartet. 
He claims he co-signed for them to 
get a car before they became fa- 
mous and the finance firm is suing 
him because they haven’t kept up 
the payments. 


A The Steve Gibsons are expecting 
the stork. She’s pretty Damita Jo, 
who sings with Steve’s Red Caps 
quartet. 





Red Randolph 


s A Red (Shalimar) Randolph is 
, buying his wife, Thelma, a new 
® | mink coat for Christmas. He will 


a take her old one and have it made 
n into a lumber jacket for himself. 


1- A Lillian Cumber, booking agent 
t. for religious quartets, and her es- 
S tranged hubby, Jerry, have decided 
mn to forget their divorce suit. 


—MAJorR ROBINSON Damita Jo 




















Cab Calloway will be featured on Toast 
Of The Town (Sunday, December 26, at 
8 p.m., EST) on CBS-TV. The King of 
Hi-De-Ho will be making his fifth ap- 
pearance on the Ed Sullivan show. After 
leaving the cast of Porgy And Bess, in 
which he starred as Sportin’ Life, Callo- 
way organized a sraall combo which has 
scored successes in night clubs and thea- ’ 
ters across the nation. Other Negroes ap- Cab Calloway 
pearing on radio and television during the week include: 
Caleb Peterson on Nancy Craig Show (Friday, December 
24, at 10:30 a.m., EST) on ABC-TV. 

Sarah Vaughan on Edgar Bergen Show (Sunday, Decem- 
ber 26, at 9 p.m., EST) on CBS radio. 

Thurgood Marshall on Voices And Events of 1954 (Sunday, 
December 26, at 6:30 p.m., EST) on NBC radio. 

Boardwalk Billy Smith vs. Paul Andrews in a 10-round } 
lightheavyweight bout (Wednesday, December 29. at 10 
p.m., EST) on CBS-TV. 

Tuskegee Institute Choir on Coke Time with Eddie Fisher 
(Friday, December 24, at 7:30 p.m., EST) on NBC-TV. 
Willie Mays and Ezzard Charles on Top Sports Stories of } 
1954 (Sunday, December 26, at 7:35 p.m., EST) on ABC 
radio. 
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